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February 9, 1968 


Hie following Is the text of an address to be made by 
Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker on Friday , February 9, 196G over 
Armed Forces'Radio at . 6:00 p:m. and Armed Forces Television 
at 7:30 p;m> -'? ;4 c r 


In the aftermath. of the Tet holiday attacks by North Viet- 
namese and Viet 'Cong forceh upon aajoh population centers in 
South Vietnam, I would like to takd a few minutes to addfess the 
American com&unlty • in Soiith Vietnam .knd report td you on the 
current situation in thd Republic. .1 also want to- relate to you 
the substantial progress which is. pelng .made, by the Government 
of the Republic of Vietnam in Its efforts to .restore public 
services and provide relief and security for the civilian 
population -which borer the brunt of the terrorists' attacks. 

■ \ t .• • 

■At the out set v let me repeat- to the-.entire American 
community -- 'military and civilian — what 2 have already made 
clear to fhe staff of -the U.S. Mission in Vietnam. I deeply 
appreciate the outstanding performance of Americans all over 
the Republic during the past eleven days. In extremely difficult 
tasks ranging from the defense/of your own lives and homes to 
the care and shelter of Vietnamese civilian victims of Viet Cong 
terror, and often in exceedingly dangerous circumstances, American 
civilian and military personnel have performed with courage and 
distinction in this time of bhallenge. 

I know many of you — through your work with your Vietnamese 
military and civilian counterparts — are already aware of the 
outstanding response of the Government of the Republic of Vietnam 
to the destructive effects of the attacks. Their performances 
in these critical days has offered a powerful demonstration of 
the commitment of the leaders to the welfare of the Vietnamese 
people and nation and to the restoration of national confidence 
In the struggle against aggression. 

Soon after the initial attacks last week, the GVH leadership 
had inaugurated a massive nation-wide effort to care for those 
left homeless or injured. This effort is continuing, supported 
by Free World aid efforts. At the same time, military reaction 
forces were moving rapidly to eliminate the threat posed by the 
Viet Cong presence in major cities and towns. A special cabinet- 
level National Recovery Committee headed by Vice President Xy has 
been established and is working actively to coordinate relief and 
recovery programs at all levels of government throughout the 
country. This Committee is receiving full support and cooperation 
from all U*S. agencies and personnel in Vietnam. Z have kept in 
close consultation with President Thieu and the other leaders of 
the government. I have assured them that we stand willing to 
undertake any additional efforts which may prove necessary in 
the tasks of relief and recovery. 

I know each of you, as a member of the American community in 
.Vietnam, stands. ready to. do the same. Many problems remain. We 
are entering a time of testing in which public attitudes toward 
both the GVN and the U.S. will be significantly affected by the 
effectiveness of our Joint response to the great needs of the 
victims of aggression. Already there have been heartening signs 
of a national Vietnamese response in support of the Government * s 
efforts. I know that we Americans in Vietnam will do the same. 

I would ask three things of each of you in this critical time: 
that you keep working to the best of your ability; that you give 
no credence to unconfirmed rumors, which are so widespread these 
days; and that you make every possible effort to support the work 
of the Vietnamese in their awn efforts to restore normal national 
life. 


.../ 



\r 


* - \ 




* \*~r * * #4 .. c- ^ 


f * 


y, ; -..• 


- 2 - 


» . 


M ^ ^ * • » • \ * » • « • * . « • * ,# * # , 

It is clear that the Ncrth Vietnamese and the Viet Cong 
have suffered a major setback in their military campaign 
against the Vietnamese and Allied forces. Since the attacks • 
began, their losses have numbered over twenty-five thousand. 
These have included many of their best cadre. In addition, 
any expectations they had for a general uprising in -support 
of their attacks did not materialize.; Instead, much of the 
population throughout Vietnam cooperated whenever it could in 
locating and eliminating th$ Viet Cbhg and the North Vietnamese 
aggressors; : The ruthiessnesfi and destruction of their attacks 
should bring hdme even indre forcefully to the^people of South 
Vietnam the strategy Ahd gbfidd of Hanoi and the Viet Cong. 

Let me repeat:- we still face difficulties and challenges 
There will be a period of continuing for all of us in Vietnam, 
and the security situation will remain of concern.- I know that 
the Vietnamese forces and our own have the situation well in 
hand. I know also that the outstanding performance and-self 
control which you have displayed during this demanding period 
will continue to inspire your' fellow Americans at home, as it 
has me. i2ach of you has ray best wishes and ray grateful thanks 
for ell that you have done. 
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